United States Senate Conmerce Subcommi ttee on Consuner
Affairs, Foreign Comrerce & Tourism

"Markets for the MI I enni unt

The International Trade Cub of Geater Kansas City, Inc. is 55
years old and is conprised of a nmenbership of over 600 nenbers
representing approxi mately 350 conpani es.

The foundation for the club through its over half a century rests
with its mssion statenent: to pronote international business

t hrough focused comrerci al education and networking to support

i ndi vidual s and businesses in the Greater Kansas City area.

The comrerci al education conponent of the m ssion statenent is
fulfilled through a nunber of sem nars conducted annually. This
year's sem nars have incl uded:

Jan. 6 Updates on NASCO & the Federal H ghway Bill (North
Anerica' s Superhi ghway Coalition)

Jan. 13 Export Docunentati on Sem nar
Jan. 15 Security Wiile Traveling Overseas

Jan. 27 | mport Series Part | - Custons Conpliance Assessnent
Feb. 3 A obal i zati on

Feb. 10 International Letters of Credit Sem nar

Feb. 24 | mport Series Il - Fundanentals of Inporting

Mar. 3 Communi cat i ons Across the Pond

Mar. 10 The Jackson Hol e Conference Report Sem nar

Mar. 24 | mport Series Part 111 - Draw Back Regul ations

Apr. 7 Chi na - Business Insights

Apr. 21 Current Events In Transportation
Apr. 28 | mport Series Part IV - Custom Penalties & Prior
Di scl osure

May 5 I nternational Agriculture

May 18 The Eur opean Uni on

June 2 Busi ness with Russia

June 9 I nternational Sales & Marketing

June 29 The How to" of International Trade

10 of these semnars were offered in conjunction with the

I nternational D vision

of the Geater

Kansas Cty Chanber of Commerce. A recent survey by the

I nternational Trade C ub

i ndi cated a

majority of our nmenbers are interested in specific countries and
f ocused

tactical sem nars.



The networ ki ng conponent of the mssion statement is fulfilled

t hrough a nunber

of neeti ngs,

receptions, and other social gatherings throughout the year. At
t he request of

our menbers for

addi ti onal networking opportunities, we established a new program
for 1999

entitled International

After Hours, a bi-nmonthly reception after business hours for
soci al i zi ng. Anyone

doi ng busi ness or

interested in doing business in the international marketplace is
encouraged to

attend. The response

has exceeded our expectations.

Whet her you are new to the international arena or a veteran
conducti ng business

gl obal Iy, the

International Trade Club offers opportunities to grow your

busi ness. Joint

efforts with ot her

Kansas City international organizations offer further additional
i nternationa

opportunities for our

menbers.

VWiile the International Trade C ub does not have statistics for
t he

i nternational business activities

of its individual menbers, we feel confortable in the utilization
of the export

totals as conpiled by

t he Departnent of Commerce for the G eater Kansas City area. CQur
menber shi p base

is

representative of a broad spectrum of manufacturers and service
provi ders doi ng

busi ness

t hroughout the world. (See Attachnent A)

An addi tional indicator of international activity utilized by the
| nt ernati ona

Trade Club is via the

Heartl and I nternational Business Index (H BI). This index was
started by the

I nternational Trade

Club in 1996 in conjunction wth Professor Ernie Goss of
Creighton University in



Omaha,

Nebraska. The index is conpiled for the Heartland Al liance and is
an econoni c

i ndi cat or of

international business with the nine menber states: M ssouri,
Kansas, |owa,

Nebr aska, Ckl ahonm,

Nort h and Sout h Dakota, M nnesota and Arkansas. An index of 50 or
greater

depicts grow h. The

H Bl neasures changes in the nonthly export and inport activities
for the nine

Heart| and st ates

and conpares it to the United States average.

Heart| and export orders noved up again in My but |agged nati onal
export order

gr owt h.

Heartl and orders reached 48.8 in May, up fromApril's 48.3. For
the state of

M ssouri, the May

export index reached 51.5. In conparison, the national export
orders index rose

to 52.4 in My

from51.6 in April

The International Trade club offers its information, educational
sem nars and

net wor ki ng

opportunities to both nenbers and non-nenbers. For additional

i nformation

regardi ng any

information or function of the International Trade O ub pl ease
cont act:

Jan Ray, President

c/ o Custom Col or Corporation

300 West 19 Terrace

Kansas City MO 64108

Tel : 816-474-3200

Fax: 816-221-1921

or

Jane Mal e, Executive Director

I nternational Trade Club of Geater Kansas City

5800 Foxridge Drive, Suite 115

M ssion KS 66202- 2333



